
 

 

     ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION & AWARENESS PROGRAMME PLANNER 
 

PROGRAMME TYPE (circle/cross): Teacher’s workshop 

 
DETAILS  

Name of school/ group N/A GRADE 5 TEACHERS – WORKSHOP ON BIODIVERSITY AND SOIL CONSERVATION 

No learners/ participants expected Max 10 No learners/participants actual N/A Programme length/duration 2 hours  

Location (reserve/site) On reserve Grade/age group Adults 

Is this part of the work plan? N/A If no, motivate why the programme is 
needed 

Species conservation is a main awareness 
theme for CapeNature. The programme links 
to work done in the classroom and supports 
the curriculum. It is important to give 
teachers the tools to be able to deliver 
conservation messaging in the classroom.  

 
CONTENT  

Theme (circle/cross) Species Conservation 

Topics covered (e.g. water cycle/ 
importance of water)  

Rocks and soil (with links to biodiversity) 

Curriculum link (for curriculum 
aligned programmes only) – note 
subject/strand/topics (if not listed in 
topics above) 

Subject: Natural Science and Technology Grade 5 
Strand2: Planet Earth and beyond and Systems and Control (the surface of the Earth) 

- Rocks 
- Soil types 

 

Prior knowledge required (if 
applicable) 

Not compulsory, but knowledge of the words biodiversity, habitats, particles, topsoil, dependence, food chains would be an advantage 

Skills practiced (cross/circle) 
 
 

connect   explain   identify   label   list   name  (know)/ analyse   assess   categorise   classify   compare   compile   compose   conduct   construct   
create   collect    link   define   describe   design   develop   draw   find   investigate   listen   make   plan   present   read   recognise   record   report   
represent   dance   sing   sort   summarise   trace   use senses   write   count  (do)/ argue   commit   discuss   motivate   promise   relate   choose   decide   
explain an answer   persuade   propose   tell    share   

Key message (e.g. we must save 
water) 

We need to take care of our soil.   

 
GENERAL LOGISTICS 

 Responsible person Done (tick) Status 

  Invite *    

Venue     

Transport    

Booking confirmed    

WCED permission *    

Presentation equipment & camera    

Risk assessment done, confirmation 
and checklist sent 

   

Catering *    
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Other: 

 

Plan requested by: ___________________________ (name) 

__________________________ (date) 

Plan approved by: ____________________________ (name) 

__________________________ (date) 



Indemnity *    

Budget and cost centre    

 
*If applicable 
 

LESSON PLAN 
 

Time  Location Activity & explanation Resources & person responsible 
for bringing/preparing the 
resource 

Facilitating staff (if more than 1, 
indicate lead facilitator & 
timekeeper) 

INTRODUCTION & ICEBREAKER 

2 min Classroom Introduce staff and briefly explain who CapeNature is Presentation, laptop, projector  

2 min Classroom Go through the outcomes and any housekeeping/rules Presentation, laptop, projector  

1 min Classroom Give a brief programme outline  Presentation, laptop, projector  

10 mins Classroom Icebreaker and introductions:  

Ask everyone to line up in alphabetical order using their names. Indicate 

where A starts and let them know that they may not say anything to each 

other. You will find that people find creative ways of showing one another 

the number of the alphabet or other ways to signal. Once the group has 

arranged themselves, ask each to test if they are right by introducing 

themselves (name, school and grade/subject teacher) 

Presentation (included), laptop, 
projector (not included) 

 

 
BODY/ ACTIVITIES (very large groups, split and rotate) 

45 min  Rocks & soil comes from rocks 
Showcase the activities for teachers 
Introduction  
Teach that Earth is made of rocks. As a tuning in activity a bread roll can be 
used to show learners that there is a hard outside and a soft inside. 
Main activity 
Teach that soil comes from rocks after being broken down over thousands 
of years. Learners can make particles from rock by rubbing these together. 
They can then use the table to fill in what type of soil they have. 
Teach that rocks break down in nature through a process called 
weathering. This means that heat and cold crack the rocks, wind and dust 
make holes in rocks and sea can break down rocks.  
Link to conservation 
Ask why we need good soil – to grow crops, as a home for many plants and 
animals etc. 
Consolidation 
Ask learners to draw a rock 1000 years ago, then what it may look like over 
a period of time. Learners must write a sentence for each picture to explain 
what is happening.  
Discussion 
Discuss with the teachers briefly how these activities can be used and if 
they can be improved or adjusted  
 

Different types of rocks (not 
provided). Bread roll (not provided). 
Paper for learners to draw on. 
Presentation (included) laptop, 
projector (not included) 
 
 

 

45 min  Soil types 
Introduction  

  



Teach that soil is a mixture of different types of rock particles. The type of 
soil depends on the proportions of particles in it. 
Main activity 
Teach that there are different types of soil. Learners must be divided into 
groups of approximately 5 learners per group. Each group must take a 
container (see through) with loamy soil and add water to it. They must then 
wait for the soil to settle and draw a picture of the soil layers. They should 
attempt to label it, but after discussion, it can be labelled as a team with the 
teachers help. Teach that loamy soil has sand, silt and clay particles and 
humus. It is the best soil for planting with. 
Investigation 
Explain that learners will compare and investigate how much water each 
type holds. Use page 24 Natural Science PSP Grade 5 Planet Earth and 
beyond to do the analysis of two different types of soil.  
Link to conservation 
Explain that protecting our topsoil is very important as it cannot be replaced 
(it can but over thousands of years) 
Consolidation 
Ask learners to do a shared writing exercise by describing the analysis of 
the soil in the main activity.  
Discussion 
Discuss briefly with the teachers how these activities can be used and if 
they can be improved or adjusted. 

2l coke bottle for each group, water, 
paper to record findings on, loamy 
soil (not included) 
Presentation (included) laptop, 
projector (not included) 
Whiteboard and coccis or chalk and 
chalkboard (not included) 
 
Primary Science Programme 
Teachers Guide: Natural Science 
and Technology Grade 5, Planet 
Earth and Beyond (copy provided 
below) 
 

CONSOLIDATION & EVALUATION 

10 min Classroom Ask teachers to take a moment and write down 2 key words that indicate 
something they learned today and will take away and implement in the 
classroom. Share with the group. 

Presentation (included), laptop, 
projector (not included) 
Paper (not included) 

 

5 min Classroom Thank the venue, teachers and hand out the brochure for teachers and 
evaluation forms 
 

Evaluation forms & CapeNature EE 
offerings brochure (not included) 
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https://protect-za.mimecast.com/s/J4hfCoYmORcrvy12szhWii?domain=psp.org.za
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 



 
Words to copy and cut out  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


