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Who are we?

CapeNature is the 
part of government 
that protects natural 
occurring plant and 
animal life 
(biodiversity) in the 
Western Cape.



Explaining Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services



What is biodiversity ?



B I O D I  V E  R S I  T  Y



What do we get from biodiversity? 



Provisioning services such as food, shelter, water and raw 
materials



• Health and enjoyment

• Cultural services – aesthetic value & recreation



Regulating services such as pollination  & water purification 



Biodiversity attracts tourists and in turn provide jobs

=



Interesting facts about 

Biodiversity in the Western Cape 



Biodiversity in the Western Cape is -

unique and irreplaceable

• The Western Cape is home to the smallest of the world’s six floral 
kingdoms, the Core Cape Sub region

• This contains approximately 9 300 plant species        
(more than the whole of Europe!)

• Our biodiversity is incredibly special and unique and needs to be protected





Biodiversity Crime



Biodiversity crime threatens our biodiversity 



Types of biodiversity crime 



Who are the culprits?



What signs to 
look out for?





Finding solutions to biodiversity under threat



What is CapeNature doing?

Since 2015 CapeNature’s 
alliance with provincial and 
national prosecuting authorities 
has resulted in more than 600 
criminal enforcement actions



What can you do?





Make sure YOU are legal…

• Permits

• Catch size

• Bag limits

• Is harvesting allowed?



THANK YOU.


